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This book is the result of discoveries made by Nivison beginning in 1979. It uses critically (without
superseding) his monographs from 1983 through 2002, combined with his discoveries through 2009. Its main
thrust is to show that the methods and results of the PRC "Three Dynasties Project" are invalid, and that
recovering chronology before 841 BCE can be solved only by using the supposedly spurious Jinben Zhushu
Jinian ("Modern Text" Bamboo Annals), combined with the hypothesis that reign lengths of record were
normally the years after completion of mourning for the preceding king. Part One presents resulting exact
dates from the beginning of Xia, confirmed by discoveries in astronomy by D. W. Pankenier and Kevin
Pang. Part Two criticizes the Three Dynasties Project and argues for the post-mourning hypothesis and the
high antiquity of the three-years mourning institution. In Part Three, applying a discovery by E. L.
Shaughnessy, the author reconstructs the first 303 bamboo strips of the original Bamboo Annals text
(perhaps five-sevenths of the whole). In so doing he shows that the entire chronology in the Zhushu jinian is
the product of Warring States manipulation of the true chronology; therefore any attempt to recover accurate
dates must begin by analyzing the "Modern Text" Zhushu jinian - which the Project ignored completely.
Appendices present more data and analysis, notably (Appendix 4) pinpointing the source of the Project's
errors in dating late Shang events.
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From reader reviews:

Johnna Chapin:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Riddle of the Bamboo
Annals book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Martha Robertson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read
one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Riddle of the Bamboo
Annals is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joseph Nixon:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Riddle of the Bamboo Annals, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Willie Isaac:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book The Riddle of the Bamboo Annals it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.
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