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Eighteenth-century Italian playwright Pietro Chiari designated the age he lived in 'The Century of Women' -
an age when women gained considerable power through education and admission to various academic
positions and professions. Structured as an extended disputation, this book tells the tale of five paradigmatic
and ideologically divergent eighteenth-century Italian texts by male and female authors whose leitmotif is
woman. These include an academic debate, a scientific tract, an oration, an Enlightenment journal, and a
fashion magazine. Analysis focuses on the specific ways in which the exigencies of the 'new science' and the
burgeoning Enlightenment project founded on rational civil law, secular moral philosophy, and utilitarian
social ethics forced a transformation in the formal controversy about women.

By uncovering the characteristics of the expansive dominant discourse about women among Italian
Enlightenment thinkers and of the counter-discourse women authors produced to assert their own distinct
authority over constructions of femininity and the public sphere, this study reconceives eighteenth-century
Italian culture and rectifies misconceptions about Italy's position and influence within the literary republic of
the European Enlightenment. Groundbreaking and original, this study is the first to examine the contribution
of women to the Republic of Letters of the Settecento, and will revise prevailing notions of eighteenth-
century Italian culture and academia.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Harris:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Century of Women: Representations of Women in
Eighteenth-Century Italian Public Discourse (Toronto Italian Studies). You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The Century of Women:
Representations of Women in Eighteenth-Century Italian Public Discourse (Toronto Italian Studies). You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Ruth Goodrich:

The publication untitled The Century of Women: Representations of Women in Eighteenth-Century Italian
Public Discourse (Toronto Italian Studies) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get
the e-book of The Century of Women: Representations of Women in Eighteenth-Century Italian Public
Discourse (Toronto Italian Studies) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Al Fraire:

The publication with title The Century of Women: Representations of Women in Eighteenth-Century Italian
Public Discourse (Toronto Italian Studies) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Danielle Burdette:

The book untitled The Century of Women: Representations of Women in Eighteenth-Century Italian Public
Discourse (Toronto Italian Studies) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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