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The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 reconstructs how eighteenth-century British readers invented further
adventures for beloved characters, including Gulliver, Falstaff, Pamela, and Tristram Shandy. Far from being
close-ended and self-contained, the novels and plays in which these characters first appeared were treated by
many as merely a starting point, a collective reference perpetually inviting augmentation through an
astonishing wealth of unauthorized sequels. Characters became an inexhaustible form of common property,
despite their patent authorship. Readers endowed them with value, knowing all the while that others were
doing the same and so were collectively forging a new mode of virtual community.

By tracing these practices, David A. Brewer shows how the literary canon emerged as much "from below" as
out of any of the institutions that have been credited with their invention. Indeed, he reveals the astonishing
degree to which authors had to cajole readers into granting them authority over their own creations, authority
that seems self-evident to a modern audience.

In its innovative methodology and its unprecedented attention to the productive interplay between the
audience, the book as a material artifact, and the text as an immaterial entity, The Afterlife of Character,
1726-1825 offers a compelling new approach to eighteenth-century studies, the history of the book, and the
very idea of character itself.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

The book The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Afterlife of
Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open and read a e-book The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Michael Lucius:

The book The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) has a lot details on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this article book.

James Ritchey:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is actually The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts).

Blake Darden:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get before. The The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825 (Material Texts) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better
life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?
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