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I'm Dying Up Here chronicles the collective coming of age of the standup comedians who defined American
humor during the past three decades. Born early in the Baby Boom, they grew up watching The Tonight
Show, went to school during Vietnam and Watergate, migrated en masse to Los Angeles in the mid-1970s,
and created an artistic community unlike any before or since. They were arguably the funniest people of their
generation, living in a late-night world of sex, drugs, dreams, and laughter. For one brief shining moment,
standup comics were as revered as rock stars. It was Comedy Camelot but, of course, it couldn't last. In the
late 1970s, William Knoedelseder was a cub reporter assigned to cover the burgeoning local comedy scene
for the Los Angeles Times. He wrote the first major newspaper profiles of Jay Leno, David Letterman, Andy
Kaufman, and others. He got to know many of them well. And so he covered the scene too when the
comedians-who were not paid for performing at the career-making-or-breaking venue called the Comedy
Store-tried to change an exploitative system and incidentally tore apart their own close-knit community. Now
Knoedelseder has gone back to interview the major participants to tell the whole story of that golden age and
of the strike that ended it. Full of revealing portraits of many of the best-known comedic talents of our age,
I'm Dying Up Here is also a poignant tale of the price of success and the terrible cost of failure-professional
and moral.
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From reader reviews:

John Warner:

This I'm Dying Up Here: Heartbreak and High Times in Standup Comedy's Golden Era are reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this I'm Dying Up Here: Heartbreak and
High Times in Standup Comedy's Golden Era can be one of many great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will
shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this I'm Dying Up Here: Heartbreak and High Times
in Standup Comedy's Golden Era forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Susan Preuss:

This book untitled I'm Dying Up Here: Heartbreak and High Times in Standup Comedy's Golden Era to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
e-book from your list.

Alma Rasmussen:

The reserve untitled I'm Dying Up Here: Heartbreak and High Times in Standup Comedy's Golden Era is the
publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of I'm Dying Up Here: Heartbreak and High Times in
Standup Comedy's Golden Era from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Tammi Rosado:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The I'm Dying
Up Here: Heartbreak and High Times in Standup Comedy's Golden Era provide you with new experience in
reading through a book.
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