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As the twenty-first century dawned, social democratic parties across Europe and beyond found themselves
newly, and rather surprisingly, in the ascendant. Britain's New Labour was only the most spectacular in a
whole series of political restorations. For many, this renewal only became possible when 'modernizing' social
democratic parties jettisoned their old ideological and institutional baggage, setting off down a 'third way'
that rejected the outmoded ideas of both left and right. The argument of Hard Choices is that this view is
doubly misleading: it misrepresents the past and misunderstands the present.

The first half of the book restores some of the complexity to social democracy's past and shows that it was
much more subtle, varied and intelligent than its latter-day critics suppose. Turning to the present, the second
half of the book shows how a few contemporary half-truths - relating to globalization and demographic
change - have been used to justify the abandonment of the defining core of a social democratic politics. The
book does not argue that 'nothing has really changed'. In fact, a great deal has changed and policy-makers
have to adjust to a range of new circumstances, constraints (and opportunities). But those who exhort us
simply to abandon the 'traditional' terrain of the centre-left are wrong. Social democracy remains just what it
always was - a politics of messy compromises and hard choices.

This book will appeal to undergraduates, postgraduates and scholars in politics, social policy and political
sociology, as well as the interested general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Marni Johnson:

This Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century book is just not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century without we
recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century can bring when you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century having excellent arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Brandon Gentry:

This book untitled Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Nikki Kirkland:

The actual book Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First
Century is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Shawn Mathison:

The particular book Hard Choices: Social Democracy in the Twenty-First Century has a lot associated with
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after reading this book.
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