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Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War explores gender, age, and Confederate identity

by examining the lives of teenage daughters of Southern slaveholding, secessionist families. These young

women clung tenaciously to the gender ideals that upheld marriage and motherhood as the fulfillment of

female duty and to the racial order of the slaveholding South, an institution that defined their status and

afforded them material privileges. Author Victoria E. Ott discusses how the loyalty of young Southern

women to the fledgling nation, born out of a conservative movement to preserve the status quo, brought them

into new areas of work, new types of civic activism, and new rituals of courtship during the Civil War.

Social norms for daughters of the elite, their preparation for their roles as Southern women, and their

material and emotional connections to the slaveholding class changed drastically during the Civil War. When

differences between the North and South proved irreconcilable, Southern daughters demonstrated

extraordinary agency in seeking to protect their futures as wives, mothers, and slaveholders.

From a position of young womanhood and privilege, they threw their support behind the movement

to create a Confederate identity, which was in turn shaped by their participation in the secession movement

and the war effort. Their political engagement is evident from their knowledge of military battles, and was

expressed through their clothing, social activities, relationships with peers, and interactions with Union

soldiers.

Confederate Daughters also reveals how these young women, in an effort to sustain their families

throughout the war, adjusted to new domestic duties, confronting the loss of slaves and other financial

hardships by seeking paid work outside their homes.

Drawing on their personal and published recollections of the war, slavery, and the Old South, Ott

argues that young women created a unique female identity different from that of older Southern women, the

Confederate bellehood. This transformative female identity was an important aspect of the Lost Cause

mythology—the version of the conflict that focused on Southern nationalism—and bridged the cultural gap

between the antebellum and postbellum periods.

Augmented by twelve illustrations, this book offers a generational understanding of the transitional

nature of wartime and its effects on women’s self-perceptions. Confederate Daughters identifies the

experiences of these teenage daughters as making a significant contribution to the new woman in the New

South.   
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Belcher:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the
Civil War has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during
the Civil War is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you
sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the
book Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War. You never truly feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Marni Johnson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
associated with Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War content conveys prospect
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the
Civil War is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Na Urquhart:

The event that you get from Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War may be the more
deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Confederate Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Confederate Daughters:
Coming of Age during the Civil War instantly.

Tony Reed:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.



Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Confederate
Daughters: Coming of Age during the Civil War.
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