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On the last, cold Sunday of February 1859, Daniel Sickles shot his wife's lover in Washington's Lafayette
Square, just across from the White House. This is the story of that killing and its repercussions. Charming
and ambitious, Dan Sickles literally got away with murder. His protector was none other than the President
himself, James Buchanan; his political friends quickly gathered around; and, Sickles was acquitted. His trial
is described with all Thomas Keneally's powers of dash and drama, against a backdrop of double-dealing,
intrigue and slavery. Enslaved, in her turn, by the hypocrisy of nineteenth-century society, his wife was
shunned and thereafter banned from public life. Sickles, meanwhile, was free to accept favours and
patronage. He raised a regiment for the Union, and went on to become a general in the army, rising to the
rank of brigadier-general and commanding a flak at the Battle of Gettysburg - at which he lost a leg, which
he put into the military museum in Washington where he would take friends to visit it. Thomas Keneally
brilliantly recreates an extraordinary period, when women were punished for violating codes of society that
did not bind men. And the caddish, good-looking Dan Sickles personifies the extremes of the era: as a
womaniser, he introduced his favourite madam to Queen Victoria while his wife stayed at home, and he
installed his housekeeper as his mistress while his second wife took up residence nearby. "American
Scoundrel" is the lens through which the reader can view history at a time when America was being torn
apart.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book
American Scoundrel: Love, War and Politics in 19th Century America. All type of book is it possible to see
on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Wanda Sousa:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book American Scoundrel: Love, War and Politics in
19th Century America had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve American Scoundrel: Love, War and
Politics in 19th Century America is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
together with the book American Scoundrel: Love, War and Politics in 19th Century America. You never
experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Wendell Radford:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be read. American Scoundrel: Love, War and Politics in 19th Century
America can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Elaine West:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this American Scoundrel: Love, War and Politics in 19th Century America can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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