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Immediately after World War I, four major European and American poets and thinkers--W. B. Yeats,
Robinson Jeffers, R. M. Rilke, and C. G. Jung--moved into towers as their principal habitations. Taking this
striking coincidence as its starting point, this book sets out to locate modern turriphilia in its cultural context
and to explore the biographical circumstances that motivated the four writers to choose their unusual retreats.
From the ziggurats of ancient Mesopotamia to the ivory towers of the fin de si cle, the author traces the
emergence of a variety of symbolic associations with the proud towers of the past, ranging from spirituality
and intellect to sexuality and sequestration.

But in every case the tower served both literally and symbolically as a refuge from the urban modernism
with whose values the four writers found themselves at odds. While the classic modernists (Eliot, Woolf,
Hart Crane) often singled out the broken tower as the image of a crumbling past, these writers actualized
their powerful visions: Yeats and Rilke moved into medieval towers in Ireland and Switzerland, while Jeffers
and Jung built themselves towers at Carmel and Bollingen as secluded spaces in which to cultivate the
traditions and values they cherished. The last chapter traces this perseverance of the ancient image through
its heyday in the twenties and into the present, where it has undergone renewal, institutionalization, and
parody.

Originally published in 1998.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that The View from the Tower: Origins
of an Antimodernist Image book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Joshua Castillo:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The View from the Tower: Origins
of an Antimodernist Image book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Martin Song:

The actual book The View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist
Image is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Josephine Draughn:

The book The View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.
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