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For a century now, scholars have searched for the “source” of Marcel Proust’s startlingly innovative novel À
la recherche du temps perdu. Some have pointed to Henri Bergson, Sigmund Freud, or Paul Sollier. Others
have referenced the novels of Henry James. But no one has focused on the more significant influence of the
writings of Henry’s older brother, the psychologist and Harvard professor William James. A close
comparison reveals the degree to which Proust’s novel stems from James’s psychological and philosophical
theories.

William James was a prominent member of the scientific, medical and philosophical communities in Proust’s
Paris and was close friends with two men well known to Proust. His works were translated into French and
reviewed in French journals and newspapers. This book discloses how Proust likely became familiar with
William James and illustrates how James’s writings were key to Proust’s ability to craft the book he had
been trying to write, extending even to his use of similar language and imagery and a narrative schema that
arguably mimics James’s descriptions of consciousness, perception, and memory. Proust’s hero assiduously
explores the vague, uncertain, relational aspects of experience, the trials and comforts of habit, the
salvational potential of memory, the “moral” aspects of personal history teeming with impression and
desire—these are the truths of human psychology and behavior theorized by William James and made
fictional flesh in Proust’s rendition of lived experience.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Flinchum:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Marcel Proust in the Light
of William James: In Search of a Lost Source. All type of book could you see on many options. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Cecilia Moore:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Marcel Proust in the Light of William James: In Search of a Lost
Source can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Eunice Huynh:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely indeed. People
is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
Marcel Proust in the Light of William James: In Search of a Lost Source.

Robert Rascoe:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is actually Marcel Proust in the Light of William James: In Search of a
Lost Source. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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