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Author Shane Butler tells the story of how Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) was established in Ireland - the first
European country to start an AA group - in 1946, and how it gradually came to establish itself as a
mainstream Irish institution, the need for which has become clearer as alcohol consumption levels increase.
AA is described as a hybrid institution, straddling healthcare and religion, and the book looks in detail at
how early Irish members negotiated working relationships with the mental health system and the dominant
Catholic Church. The book also focuses on AA's commitment to the avoidance of conventional,
organizational management systems, involving clearly-identified leaders and top-down instructions for front-
line members. The survival of AA in Ireland, as elsewhere, is attributed primarily to the fact that it has
remained firmly outside of alcohol politics, seeing itself as a 'fellowship' which exists only to help
individuals who seek its help in relation to their own powerlessness over alcohol. It is recognized,
paradoxically, that AA in Ireland could not have negotiated such a smooth entry to this country without the
energies and skills of its early leaders, and this book documents the activities of these leaders who - with the
assistance of AA in the United States - strategically managed the fellowship's establishment in a potentially
hostile environment.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Sutphin:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Benign
Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Phillip Barker:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics
Anonymous in Ireland will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

Jose Banks:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jerry Melgar:

You can obtain this Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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