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After 1948, the 370,000 surviving Jews of Romania became one of the main sources of immigration for the
new state of Israel. With the exception of a period in the early 1950s, almost all Romanian Jews left their
homeland in several waves to settle in Palestine and Israel. Behind Romania's decision to allow its Jews to
leave were practical economic and political reasons: Israel paid for them, and Romania wanted influence in
the Middle East. The trade satisfied both states and is still considered a highly confidential matter. In The
Ransom of the Jews, Radu Ioanid of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum traces the intriguing story of this
secret exchange. Drawing upon restricted archival records and interviews with agents and others directly
involved in the operation, he describes how Israel?not without second thoughts?traded cash, agricultural
products, and sometimes political influence to ensure the emigration of Jews from Romania. The price was
$2,000 to $3,300 per head, and also involved trade and loan considerations. This privileged relationship
between the two countries allowed Israel after 1967 to maintain in Bucharest its only embassy in the East
European Communist bloc. It also permitted Nicolae Ceausescu, the anti-Semitic Romanian president, to
emerge as a mediator in the Middle East peace process, in which he hoped to use Israel to improve his own
relations with the United States. In 1978, during the Jimmy Carter administration, Mr. Ioanid reveals,
Washington learned of the sale of Romanian Jews to Israel but turned its eyes for reasons ostensibly related
to its policies toward the Soviet Union. In all, some 235,000 Jews emigrated from Romania to Israel under
the agreement, which ended with the fall of the Ceausescu regime.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question since just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Ransom of the Jews: The
Story of Extraordinary Secret Bargain Between Romania and Israel to read.

Robert Warden:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Ransom of the Jews: The Story of
Extraordinary Secret Bargain Between Romania and Israel is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ashley Parra:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be The Ransom of the Jews: The Story of Extraordinary Secret Bargain Between Romania and
Israel.

Delores Nault:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Ransom of the Jews: The Story of
Extraordinary Secret Bargain Between Romania and Israel is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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