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As one of the world’s great natural treasures, the Great Lakes have also served in recent decades as an early
warning system for many emerging environmental problems. In the early twenty-first century, as the Lakes
face unprecedented challenges, we need to revisit both the wonder of the Lakes and the perils plaguing them,
and to take action to protect this majestic ecosystem. 
     Dave Dempsey weaves the natural character and phenomena of the Great Lakes and stories of the
schemes, calamities, and unusual human residents of the Basin with the history of their environmental
exploitation and recovery. Contrasting the incomparable beauty and complexity of the Lakes, and the poetry,
folklore, and citizen action they have inspired, with the disasters that short-sighted human folly has inflicted
on the ecosystem, Dempsey makes this history both engaging and relevant to today’s debates and decisions.
     Underlying the neglectful treatment of the Lakes are two irreconcilable and faulty human assumptions:
that the Lakes are a system so big that human beings cannot do great harm to it, and that the Lakes are a
resource that can be bent to the will of humankind. Dempsey finds evidence that, despite great changes in the
laws governing the Lakes and public attitudes toward them in the last fifty years, government policy and
institutions are still dominated by these dangerous attitudes.
     A central theme of On the Brink is that citizens, who have displayed an increasing sense of commitment
to the Lakes and a growing sense of place, must challenge their leaders to reform Great Lakes institutions.
While everything from large-scale water exports to global climate change looms in the future of the Lakes,
single-purpose solutions do not suffice—no more than a Band- aid would on a gaping wound. Dempsey
shows that it is necessary to create a governing system that reflects the realities of life “on the ground” in
communities and that taps into the passion and determination of citizens to protect these treasures.
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From reader reviews:

Marisa Reber:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st
Century is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Tammi Rosado:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st Century can be great
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Linda Fite:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st Century this guide consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Michael Santiago:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the On the Brink: The Great Lakes in the 21st Century when you needed it?
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