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James McNeill Whistler painted his mother on impulse, when she came to London to escape the American
Civil War, forcing him to evict his mistress from his house. It is hard to imagine a greater contrast than that
between Whistler’s outrageously flamboyant life in London—where he famously befriended Oscar Wilde
and Dante Gabriel Rossetti—and the subdued, touchingly melancholic depiction of his Puritan mother he
entitled “Arrangement in Grey and Black.” This portrait has become one of the world's best-known paintings
and an American icon, yet we know remarkably little about it.
 
While restoring the painting for the Louvre, Sarah Walden became intrigued by the extraordinary and
complex history of the painting, which had never been fully explored. From French, British, and American
sources, Walden uncovers the intersections between Whistler’s flawed genius, his struggle for recognition,
his troubled relationship with his mother and mistresses, and the unprecedented historical response to his
greatest work. Walden’s findings read like a detective story, and her controversial and progressive views on
art restoration combine with biography and criticism to create a gripping narrative that skillfully weaves
history and aesthetics into a seamless tapestry.
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From reader reviews:

David Gaytan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Whistler and His Mother: An
Unexpected Relationship: Secrets of an American Masterpiece is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Harold Hutchison:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is Whistler and His Mother: An Unexpected Relationship: Secrets of an American Masterpiece this
book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Oliver Lyle:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Whistler and His Mother: An Unexpected Relationship:
Secrets of an American Masterpiece can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book
you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Whistler and His Mother: An Unexpected Relationship: Secrets of an American Masterpiece.

Gerard Armstrong:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Whistler and His Mother: An Unexpected Relationship: Secrets of an American
Masterpiece was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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