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Each year, tens of thousands of students who are interested in politics go through a rite of passage: they take
a course in research methods. Many find the subject to be boring or confusing, and with good reason. Most
of the standard books on research methods fail to highlight the most important concepts and questions.
Instead, they brim with dry technical definitions and focus heavily on statistical analysis, slighting other
valuable methods. This approach not only dulls potential enjoyment of the course, but prevents students from
mastering the skills they need to engage more directly and meaningfully with a wide variety of research.
           
With wit and practical wisdom, Christopher Howard draws on more than a decade of experience teaching
research methods to transform a typically dreary subject and teach budding political scientists the critical
skills they need to read published research more effectively and produce better research of their own. The
first part of the book is devoted to asking three fundamental questions in political science: What happened?
Why? Who cares? In the second section, Howard demonstrates how to answer these questions by choosing
an appropriate research design, selecting cases, and working with numbers and written documents as
evidence. Drawing on examples from American and comparative politics, international relations, and public
policy, Thinking Like a Political Scientist highlights the most common challenges that political scientists
routinely face, and each chapter concludes with exercises so that students can practice dealing with those
challenges.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Sparks:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Thinking
Like a Political Scientist: A Practical Guide to Research Methods (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and
Publishing).

Jerry Montgomery:

Exactly why? Because this Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A Practical Guide to Research Methods
(Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Daniel England:

The book untitled Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A Practical Guide to Research Methods (Chicago
Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you
can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Melissa Cox:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A
Practical Guide to Research Methods (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) or maybe others
sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read



more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping
them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Thinking Like a Political Scientist: A Practical Guide to Research Methods (Chicago Guides to Writing,
Editing, and Publishing) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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