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Although hasidic Jews are today associated with mainstream Orthodoxy, Hasidism, during the year of its
genesis, was bitterly opposed and indicted with bans of excommunication by the Jewish establishment. In
The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna, Elijah Judah Schochet analyzes the conflict centering on the
hasidic movement in the eighteenth century and the role played by the leader of the opposition, Rabbi Elijah,
the Gaon of Vilna. The reasons Hasidism was challenged are of value not only vis-a-vis historical curiosity
but in terms of the nature of traditional Judaism, its religious priorities, and the perceived dangers inherent in
the hasidic style of rabbinic leadership. Tzaddikim were singularly authorized to descend into sin's domain to
emancipate the sinner in cases of vice and iniquity, and these actions were viewed by the mitnagdim, or
opponents, as "a dangerous flirtation with the notion of 'sin.'" Schochet embarks on a fascinating foray into
the misconceptions held by the opponents of the hasidim that fueled the tension between the two. Rabbi
Elijah, known as the Gaon of Vilna, who was the outstanding rabbinic scholar of his time, emerged from his
cloistered existence to confront and battle these seemingly ostensible threats from within the hasidic
movement. However, there is no record of his having personally encountered hasidic Jews. Why, then, was
he so disturbed by Hasidism? What threats did he perceive the movement posed? Did the excommunication
of the hasidim by the Gaon of Vilna really occur? In The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna,
Schochet attempts to unravel the mystery underlying Rabbi Elijah and his campaign against the hasidic
movement. Some aspects ofthe controversy between Hasidism and the mitnagdim still linger today, and
Rabbi Schochet's effort to explicate the eighteenth-century dilemma and its contenders allows the reader a
more privileged glance at past tensions as well as an understanding of the players in today's drama
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book The
Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Carmen Hamm:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never
get before. The The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna giving you another experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Casey Schnell:

This The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna is great e-book for you because the content which can be
full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Hasidic Movement and
the Gaon of Vilna in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Kara Navarrete:

The book untitled The Hasidic Movement and the Gaon of Vilna contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author.
The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.
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