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Winner of the Award for Excellence in the Study of Religion from the American Academy of Religion, in the●

Textual Studies Category, as the best book in religious studies focusing on textual analysis published in
2009.
Winner of the Jordan Schnitzer Award from the Association for Jewish Studies, as the best book published●

in biblical studies, rabbinics, or archaeology in the years 2006-2009.

In The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel, Benjamin D. Sommer investigates the notion of a
deity's body and self in ancient Israel, Canaan, and Mesopotamia. He uncovers a lost ancient Near Eastern
perception of divinity according to which an essential difference between gods and humans was that gods
had more than one body and fluid, unbounded selves. Though the dominant strains of biblical religion
rejected it, a monotheistic version of this theological intuition is found in some biblical texts. Later Jewish
and Christian thinkers inherited this ancient way of thinking; ideas such as the sefirot in kabbalah and the
trinity in Christianity represent a late version of this theology. This book forces us to rethink the distinction
between monotheism and polytheism, as this notion of divine fluidity is found in both polytheistic cultures
(Babylonia, Assyria, Canaan) and monotheistic ones (biblical religion, Jewish mysticism, Christianity),
whereas it is absent in some polytheistic cultures (classical Greece). The Bodies of God and the World of
Ancient Israel has important repercussions not only for biblical scholarship and comparative religion but for
Jewish-Christian dialogue.
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Terrell:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Bodies of God and the
World of Ancient Israel. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Jeffrey Brill:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient
Israel reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient
Israel as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain
book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Donna Sedillo:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Bodies of God and the World of
Ancient Israel which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Steven Ward:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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