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When Victor Cahn's Shakespeare the Playwright was issued in 1991, it was highly recommended for any
general public library and for academic collections at all undergraduate levels (Choice) and viewed as a
useful guide for the general reader, as well as high school and undergraduate students Library Journal. Now
Professor Cahn has revised his introduction to make the context of Shakespeare's plays more meaningful to
the beginning researcher and to show how the plays have been performed from the 16th century onward. In
addition, the bibliographies for each of the 37 plays have been updated to include the best new research.
These updates and revisions will enhance the use of this guide for the general reader, student, and researcher,
from high school onward.

Since their first production four centuries ago, the plays of William Shakespeare have been the most widely
produced, popularly acclaimed, and critically examined works in the world's literature. In this unique book,
Victor L. Cahn, an acclaimed teacher of drama, guides the reader scene by scene through each of
Shakespeare's thirty-seven plays, re-creating the freshness and theatrical effect of performance. Cahn has
based his approach on the assumption that the fundamental appeal of Shakespeare's plays lies in the
characters, and with clarity and subtlety he focuses on how the implications of the characters' actions and the
nuances of their language contribute to the plays' impact.

The introduction briefly traces Shakespeare's life and career, and explains some of the social and artistic
circumstances that influenced his work. The plays are grouped by genre: Tragedies, Histories, Comedies, and
Romances. This structure allows Cahn to explore Shalespeare's development in all four dramatic forms, as
well as to suggest relationships between characters, themes, and images throughout the works. In addition,
Cahn discusses the plays as reflective of Shakespeare's age, particularly the Renaissance concern with the
tension between individual rights and social responsibility. The text is free from extensive scholarly
apparatus, but valuable suggestions for further reading follow the analysis of each play, and a selected
bibliography concludes the volume. The comprehensiveness of the book, as well as the accessibility and
quality of its interpretations, make it a valuable resource for courses in Shakespeare, drama, and British
literature, and a worthy addition to high school, college, university, and public library reference collections.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Clark:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to the
Complete Tragedies, Histories, Comedies, and Romances^LUpdated, with a new Introduction ended up
being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to the Complete Tragedies,
Histories, Comedies, and Romances^LUpdated, with a new Introduction is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to
the Complete Tragedies, Histories, Comedies, and Romances^LUpdated, with a new Introduction. You never
experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

David Brouwer:

The event that you get from Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to the Complete Tragedies,
Histories, Comedies, and Romances^LUpdated, with a new Introduction will be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to the Complete Tragedies, Histories,
Comedies, and Romances^LUpdated, with a new Introduction giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to the
Complete Tragedies, Histories, Comedies, and Romances^LUpdated, with a new Introduction instantly.

Dwight Ivers:

This Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to the Complete Tragedies, Histories, Comedies, and
Romances^LUpdated, with a new Introduction is great book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to the Complete Tragedies, Histories, Comedies, and
Romances^LUpdated, with a new Introduction in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it
is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but
this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt this?



Elaine Sitz:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Shakespeare the Playwright: A Companion to the Complete Tragedies,
Histories, Comedies, and Romances^LUpdated, with a new Introduction can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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