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Why do weak states resist threats of force from the United States, especially when history shows that this
superpower carries out its ultimatums? Cheap Threats upends conventional notions of power politics and
challenges assumptions about the use of compellent military threats in international politics.

Drawing on an original dataset of US compellence from 1945 to 2007 and four in-depth case studies—the
Cuban Missile Crisis, the 2011 confrontation with Libya, and the 1991 and 2003 showdowns with
Iraq—Dianne Pfundstein Chamberlain finds that US compellent threats often fail because threatening and
using force became comparatively “cheap” for the United States after the Cold War. Becoming the world’s
only superpower and adopting a new light-footprint model of war, which relied heavily on airpower and now
drones, have reduced the political, economic, and human costs that US policymakers face when they go to
war. Paradoxically, this lower-cost model of war has cheapened US threats and fails to signal to opponents
that the United States is resolved to bear the high costs of a protracted conflict. The result: small states
gamble, often unwisely, that the United States will move on to a new target before achieving its goals.

Cheap Threats resets the bar for scholars and planners grappling with questions of state resolve, hegemonic
stability, effective coercion, and other issues pertinent in this new era of US warfighting and diplomacy.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading through
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States.

Austin Barnes:

This Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak
States without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States can bring once
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States
having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Eduardo Ford:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Cheap Threats: Why the United States
Struggles to Coerce Weak States guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Cheap Threats:
Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States as good book not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Pamela Acuna:

This Cheap Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States is great book for you because
the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Cheap
Threats: Why the United States Struggles to Coerce Weak States in your hand like getting the world in your



arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny
right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt that?
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