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"An important new dimension to the study of civil rights and southern society. [The essays] chronicle the
mostly untold story of southern white women--wives, mothers, club members--who possessed the moral
courage to challenge Jim Crow traditions."--Jack Davis, University of Alabama, Birmingham

"Rich and insightful assessments of southern white women of privilege who chose to throw off the mantle of
protection provided by race in order to address critical issues in southern society and politics."--Nancy
Hewitt, Rutgers University

While playing the southern lady for the white political establishment, thousands of mostly middle-class,
middle-aged, married white women become grassroots activists in America's civil rights movement,
sometimes at the cost of friendships, status, economic security, and family support. The original essays in
this collection tell who these women were, why they became committed to racial justice and equal
opportunity, and how they organized to change southern society.

The women worked within a range of national and local institutions, both segregated and biracial. Their
stories, largely unknown, span half  of the 20th century from the New Deal to the early 1970s and took place
across the South from Louisville to New Orleans. Some of them brought years of experience in church
groups or welfare organizations to the movement; others became converts only when local crises forced them
to examine the hypocrisy and privilege of their lives. Some couched their civil rights arguments in terms of
their maternal identity and a belief that racial discrimination defiled the world in which they reared their
children. Many shared a basic optimism about the willingness of white southerners to change. And many
were well aware that their leisure to pursue reform activities often was made possible by the black women
who managed their households, cooked their food, and tended their children.

Four essays profile specific women and their personal strategies for attacking prejudice and discrimination.
The remaining essays focus on particular organizations, such as the YWCA, United Church Women, the
Women's Emergency Committee to Open Our Schools, and the Saturday Luncheon Club, a group whose
name belied its subversive intentions. Using autobiography, oral history, news accounts, organization papers,
and personal letters, the contributors show the importance of female support networks, the influence of
African American mentors, and the social ostracism that resulted from defying white supremacy. 

In the ongoing struggle for human dignity and a voice in American life, this book adds a new and necessary
dimension to our understanding of both biracial activism and white anti-racism. 

Contents
Introduction
1. Dorothy Tilly and the Fellowship of the Concerned, by Edith Holbrook Riehm
2. Crusaders and Clubwomen: Alice Norwood Spearman Wright and Her Women's Network, by Marcia G.
Synnott
3. Frances Freeborn Pauley: Using Autobiography and Biography to Interpret a White Woman's Activist
Identity, by Kathryn L. Nasstrom



4. Anne Braden and the "Protective Custody" of White Southern Womanhood, by Catherine Fosl
5. "How Shall I Sing the Lord's Song?": United Church Women Confront Racial Issues in South Carolina,
1940s-1960s, by Cherisse R. Jones
6. Challenging the Segregationist Power Structure in Little Rock: The Women's Emergency Committee to
Open Our Schools, by Laura A. Miller
7. Elite White Female Activism and Civil Rights in New Orleans, by Shannon L. Frystak
8. White Privilege, Racial Justice: Women Activists in Memphis, by Gail S. Murray

Gail S. Murray is associate professor of history at Rhodes College.
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book Throwing Off the Cloak of Privilege:
White Southern Women Activists in the Civil Rights Era (Southern Dissent) was making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide
Throwing Off the Cloak of Privilege: White Southern Women Activists in the Civil Rights Era (Southern
Dissent) is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book
Throwing Off the Cloak of Privilege: White Southern Women Activists in the Civil Rights Era (Southern
Dissent). You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Joshua Sigmund:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Throwing Off the Cloak of Privilege: White Southern Women Activists in the Civil Rights Era
(Southern Dissent) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to.
The Throwing Off the Cloak of Privilege: White Southern Women Activists in the Civil Rights Era
(Southern Dissent) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Marcus Casale:

You will get this Throwing Off the Cloak of Privilege: White Southern Women Activists in the Civil Rights
Era (Southern Dissent) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Aurora Foster:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Throwing Off the Cloak of Privilege: White
Southern Women Activists in the Civil Rights Era (Southern Dissent) to make your own personal reading is



interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Throwing Off the
Cloak of Privilege: White Southern Women Activists in the Civil Rights Era (Southern Dissent) can to be
your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
that time.
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