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In 1961, Portugal found itself fighting a war to retain its colonial possessions and preserve the remnants of its
Empire. It was almost completely unprepared to do so, and this was particularly evident in its ability to
project power and to control the vast colonial spaces of Africa. Following the uprisings of March 1961 in the
north of Angola, Portugal poured troops into the colony as fast as its creaking logistic system would allow;
however, these new arrivals were not competent and did not possess the skills needed to fight a
counterinsurgency. While counterinsurgency by its nature requires substantial numbers of light infantry, the
force must be trained in the craft of fighting a ‘small war’ to be effective.

The majority of the arriving troops had no such indoctrination and had been readied at an accelerated pace.
Even their uniforms were hastily crafted and not ideally suited to fighting in the bush. In reoccupying the
north and addressing the enemy threat, Portugal quickly realized that its most effective forces were those
with special qualifications and advanced training. Unfortunately there were only very small numbers of such
elite forces. The maturing experiences of the Portuguese and their consequent adjustments to fight a
counterinsurgency led to the development of specialized, tailored units to close the gaps in skills and
knowledge between the insurgents and their forces. This book is about the Fuzileiros or Portuguese marines,
a naval force that operated in the riverine littorals of Africa and that was both feared by the enemy and loved
by those loyal to Portugal.

The Fuzileiros underwent one of the longest and most physically demanding specialist infantry training
regimes in the world, lasting some forty-two weeks. Perhaps only 15 to 35 percent of the inductees
eventually passed the course and were awarded the traditional and highly coveted navy blue beret. When
deployed to Africa, they underwent further acclimation for weeks until they were able to move through the
slime and mud of a riverbank with ease, as their lives depended on it. They became experts at riverine
warfare and regularly ranged inland on extended patrols, many of which are recounted here. They were
comfort able with the uncomfortable fighting environment, and this ability translated into an unpredictability
that the enemy feared. This book is the story of how they came to be formed and organized, the initial
teething difficulties, and their unqualified successes.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Blackmer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Fuzileiros:
Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) is kind of book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Paul Green:

The reserve untitled The Fuzileiros: Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) is the
guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Fuzileiros:
Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Krystal Wilson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Fuzileiros: Portuguese Marines in
Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The
Fuzileiros: Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) as good book not merely by the
cover but also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

David Wysocki:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By book The Fuzileiros: Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series) we can
take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.
Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
time book The Fuzileiros: Portuguese Marines in Africa, 1961-1974 (Africa @ War Series). You can more



attractive than now.
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