
The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals,
and Breakthroughs in Modern Art

Sebastian Smee

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0812994809
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0812994809
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0812994809


The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and
Breakthroughs in Modern Art

Sebastian Smee

The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughs in Modern Art Sebastian Smee
Pulitzer Prize–winning art critic Sebastian Smee tells the fascinating story of four pairs of
artists—Manet and Degas, Picasso and Matisse, Pollock and de Kooning, Freud and Bacon—whose
fraught, competitive friendships spurred them to new creative heights.

Rivalry is at the heart of some of the most famous and fruitful relationships in history. The Art of Rivalry
follows eight celebrated artists, each linked to a counterpart by friendship, admiration, envy, and ambition.
All eight are household names today. But to achieve what they did, each needed the influence of a
contemporary—one who was equally ambitious but possessed sharply contrasting strengths and weaknesses.

Edouard Manet and Edgar Degas were close associates whose personal bond frayed after Degas painted a
portrait of Manet and his wife. Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso swapped paintings, ideas, and influences as
they jostled for the support of collectors like Leo and Gertrude Stein and vied for the leadership of a new
avant-garde. Jackson Pollock’s uninhibited style of “action painting” triggered a breakthrough in the work of
his older rival, Willem de Kooning. After Pollock’s sudden death in a car crash, de Kooning assumed
Pollock's mantle and became romantically involved with his late friend’s mistress. Lucian Freud and Francis
Bacon met in the early 1950s, when Bacon was being hailed as Britain’s most exciting new painter and
Freud was working in relative obscurity. Their intense but asymmetrical friendship came to a head when
Freud painted a portrait of Bacon, which was later stolen.

Each of these relationships culminated in an early flashpoint, a rupture in a budding intimacy that was both a
betrayal and a trigger for great innovation. Writing with the same exuberant wit and psychological insight
that earned him a Pulitzer Prize for art criticism, Sebastian Smee explores here the way that coming into
one’s own as an artist—finding one’s voice—almost always involves willfully breaking away from some
intimate’s expectations of who you are or ought to be.

Praise for The Art of Rivalry

“Gripping . . . Mr. Smee’s skills as a critic are evident throughout. He is persuasive and vivid. . . . You leave
this book both nourished and hungry for more about the art, its creators and patrons, and the relationships
that seed the ground for moments spent at the canvas.”—The New York Times

“With novella-like detail and incisiveness [Sebastian Smee] opens up the worlds of four pairs of renowned
artists. . . . Each of his portraits is a biographical gem. . . . The Art of Rivalry is a pure, informative delight,
written with canny authority.”—The Boston Globe

“Bacon liked to say his portraiture aimed to capture ‘the pulsations of a person.’ Revealing these rare
creators as the invaluable catalysts they also were, Smee conveys exactly that on page after page. . . . His
brilliant group biography is one of a kind.”—The Atlantic

“Perceptive . . . Smee is onto something important. His book may bring us as close as we’ll ever get to
understanding the connections between these bristly bonds and brilliance.”—The Christian Science Monitor



“In this intriguing work of art history and psychology, The Boston Globe’s art critic looks at the competitive
friendships of Matisse and Picasso, Manet and Degas, Pollock and de Kooning, and Freud and Bacon. All
four relationships illuminate the creative process—both its imaginative breakthroughs and its frustrating
blocks.”—Newsday
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From reader reviews:

Barry Houde:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Art of
Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughs in Modern Art book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Tammy Lugo:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughs in Modern Art your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get before. The The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughs in
Modern Art giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
data for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Michael Clark:

The book untitled The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughs in Modern Art contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice go through.

Norbert Walling:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This reserve The Art of Rivalry: Four Friendships, Betrayals, and Breakthroughs in
Modern Art was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to



get book that you wanted.
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