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The Federal Emergency Management Agency's (FEMA) Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration
(FIMA) manages the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), which is a cornerstone in the U.S. strategy
to assist communities to prepare for, mitigate against, and recover from flood disasters. The NFIP was
established by Congress with passage of the National Flood Insurance Act in 1968, to help reduce future
flood damages through NFIP community floodplain regulation that would control development in flood
hazard areas, provide insurance for a premium to property owners, and reduce federal expenditures for
disaster assistance. The flood insurance is available only to owners of insurable property located in
communities that participate in the NFIP. Currently, the program has 5,555,915 million policies in 21,881
communities3 across the United States.

The NFIP defines the one percent annual chance flood (100-year or base flood) floodplain as a Special Flood
Hazard Area (SFHA). The SFHA is delineated on FEMA's Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM's) using
topographic, meteorologic, hydrologic, and hydraulic information. Property owners with a federally back
mortgage within the SFHAs are required to purchase and retain flood insurance, called the mandatory flood
insurance purchase requirement (MPR). Levees and floodwalls, hereafter referred to as levees, have been
part of flood management in the United States since the late 1700's because they are relatively easy to build
and a reasonable infrastructure investment. A levee is a man-made structure, usually an earthen embankment,
designed and constructed in accordance with sound engineering practices to contain, control, or divert the
flow of water so as to provide protection from temporary flooding. A levee system is a flood protection
system which consists of a levee, or levees, and associated structures, such as closure and drainage devices,
which are constructed and operated in accordance with sound engineering practices.

Recognizing the need for improving the NFIP's treatment of levees, FEMA officials approached the National
Research Council's (NRC) Water Science and Technology Board (WSTB) and requested this study. The
NRC responded by forming the ad hoc Committee on Levee and the National Flood Insurance Program:
Improving Policies and Practices, charged to examine current FEMA treatment of levees within the NFIP
and provide advice on how those levee-elated policies and activities could be improved. The study addressed
four broad areas, risk analysis, flood insurance, risk reduction, and risk communication, regarding how
levees are considered in the NFIP. Specific issues within these areas include current risk analysis and
mapping procedures behind accredited and non-accredited levees, flood insurance pricing and the mandatory
flood insurance purchase requirement, mitigation options to reduce risk for communities with levees, flood
risk communication efforts, and the concept of shared responsibility. The principal conclusions and
recommendations are highlighted in this report.
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From reader reviews:

Samara Reed:

Here thing why that Levees and the National Flood Insurance Program: Improving Policies and Practices are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Levees and the National Flood Insurance
Program: Improving Policies and Practices giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Levees and the National Flood Insurance
Program: Improving Policies and Practices. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Levees and the National Flood Insurance
Program: Improving Policies and Practices in e-book can be your option.

Jose Williams:

Levees and the National Flood Insurance Program: Improving Policies and Practices can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Levees and the National Flood Insurance Program: Improving Policies and Practices yet doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Beverly Turner:

Beside this particular Levees and the National Flood Insurance Program: Improving Policies and Practices in
your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Levees and the National Flood Insurance Program:
Improving Policies and Practices because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from now!

Mary Fix:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended



up being exactly added. This e-book Levees and the National Flood Insurance Program: Improving Policies
and Practices was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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