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Maimonides was not the first rabbinic scholar to take an interest in philosophy, but he was unique in being a
towering figure in both areas. His law code, the Mishneh torah, stands with Rashi's commentary on the
Babylonian Talmud as one of the two most intensively studied rabbinic works coming out of the Middle
Ages, while his Guide of the Perplexed is the most influential and widely read Jewish philosophical work
ever written. Admirers and critics have arrived at wildly divergent perceptions of the man. We have
Maimonides the atheist or agnostic, Maimonides the sceptic, Maimonides the deist, Maimonides the
Aristotelian, the Averroist, or proto-Kantian. We have a Maimonides seduced by the blandishments of
'accursed philosophy;' a Maimonides who sowed the seeds that led to Spanish Jews' loss of faith and mass
apostasy and who was therefore responsible for the demise of Spanish Jewry; a Maimonides who
incorporated philosophical elements into his rabbinic works and wrote the Guide of the Perplexed, not to
propagate doctrines to which he was personally committed, but in order to rescue errant souls seduced by
philosophy; a Maimonides who was the defender of the faith and defined the articles of Jewish belief for all
time. In his own estimation, Maimonides was neither exclusively a dedicated philosopher nor exclusively a
devoted rabbinist. He saw philosophy and the Written and Oral Torahs as a single, harmonious domain, and
he believed that this view was similarly fundamental to the lives of the prophets and rabbis of old. In this
book, now available in paperback, author Herbert Davidson examines Maimonides' efforts to reconstitute
this all-embracing, rationalist world-view that he felt had been lost during the millennium-long exile. ***
"Davidson contributes much to the understanding of Maimonides.recommended for all students of
Maimonides and religious thought. " -- Stephen D. Benin, Religious Studies Review *** "Not surprisingly,
this book is a major contribution to Maimonidean studies and to the history of medieval Jewish philosophy
generally." -- Aleph [Subject: Jewish Studies, Religious Studies, Philosophy, History]
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From reader reviews:

Ben Hernandez:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Maimonides the Rationalist. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Maimonides
the Rationalist. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Richard Pascual:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a reserve. The book Maimonides the Rationalist it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Alice Scales:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Maimonides the
Rationalist, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Roberta Lawrence:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Maimonides the Rationalist
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you may pick Maimonides the Rationalist become your own starter.
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