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Henriette Geisberg Bruns was twenty-three when she arrived in 1836 at the isolated Westphalia Settlement in
central Missouri with her husband, baby son, two brothers, and a maid. Jette, as she was known to her family
and friends, had not come to America by inclination, but from duty. Her husband Bernhard, a physician, had
fallen victim to the emigration fever sweeping Germany in the 1830s and was convinced that he could
provide a better life for his family in the American Free States where land was plentiful, the soil was fertile,
and taxes were low. Born into a large, prosperous, closely knit family, Jette had set out for the New World
reluctantly; but once in Missouri, she was determined not to give up and go back home, as a neighboring
family did.

Although she maintained her resolve, this collection of letters written to her family in Germany shows that
her life in America was often beset by deprivation, disease, and loneliness. Jette had been persuaded to
emigrate for the sake of her children’s future; however, of the ten born in central Missouri, five died in
childhood, three within three weeks in September and October 1841.

Despite the family responsibilities and the hardships she faced in Missouri, Jette maintained a lively interest
in American political and social life. For fifteen years in Westphalia and almost fifty in Jefferson City and St.
Louis, she observed and offered astute—if sometimes acerbic—commentary on the historic as well as the
daily events of nineteenth-century life. Left destitute by the death of her husband, who had served as mayor
of Jefferson City during the Civil War, she opened a boarding-house in her home across from the state
capitol to support her own children and those of her brother. There the German radicals in state government
gathered to argue and debate.

This rare collection of personal family letters, combined with an autobiographical sketch Jette wrote after the
Civil War, illuminates the experience of one immigrant woman in a land that was always foreign to her.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Hold Dear, As Always: Jette, a German Immigrant Life in
Letters. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book Hold Dear, As Always: Jette, a German Immigrant Life in Letters. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's read.

Grace Robinson:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just their
can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this Hold Dear, As Always: Jette, a German Immigrant Life in
Letters to read.

Phillip Herzog:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Hold Dear, As Always: Jette, a German Immigrant Life
in Letters, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Jerome Chisolm:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Hold Dear, As Always: Jette, a German Immigrant Life in Letters. You'll be able to your knowledge by
it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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