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The Victor's Crown brings to vivid life the signal role of sport in the classical world. Ranging over a dozen
centuries--from Archaic Greece through to the late Roman and early Byzantine empires--David Potter's
lively narrative shows how sport, to the ancients, was not just a dim reflection of religion and politics but a
potent social force in its own right. The passion for sport among the participants and fans of antiquity has
been matched in history only by our own time.

Potter first charts the origins of competitive athletics in Greece during the eighth century BC and the
emergence of the Olympics as a preeminent cultural event. He focuses especially on the experiences of
spectators and athletes, especially in violent sports such as boxing and wrestling, and describes the
physiology of conditioning, training techniques, and sport's role in education. Throughout, we meet the great
athletes of the past and learn what made them great. The rise of the Roman Empire transformed the sporting
world by popularizing new entertainments, particularly gladiatorial combat, a specialized form of chariot
racing, and beast hunts. Here, too, Potter examines sport from the perspectives of both athlete and spectator,
as he vividly describes competitions held in such famous arenas as the Roman Coliseum and the Circus
Maximus. The Roman government promoted and organized sport as a central feature of the Empire, making
it a sort of common cultural currency to the diverse inhabitants of its vast territory.

While linking ancient sport to events such as religious ceremonies and aristocratic displays, Potter
emphasizes above all that it was the thrill of competition--to those who competed and those who watched--
that ensured sport's central place in the Greco-Roman world.

"Vivid and authoritative. Potter skillfully reveals how the gymnasium lay at the heart of Greek life and
culture, but his passion is clearly for the Olympics. When Potter moves on to Roman sport, things get livelier
still. He meticulously traces the origins, careers and lifestyles of athletes, gladiators and charioteers alike,
and demolished some cherished myths along the way. Most gladiatorial combats apparently ended in
surrender, not death, although a crowd might well call out "ingula!" (kill!), running their thousands of
thumbs under their throats in the original 'thumbs up' gesture. Fascinating and impressive."
--James McConnachie, Sunday Times
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From reader reviews:

William Nix:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Victor's
Crown: A History of Ancient Sport from Homer to Byzantium? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Martha Howell:

The book The Victor's Crown: A History of Ancient Sport from Homer to Byzantium make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The
Victor's Crown: A History of Ancient Sport from Homer to Byzantium for being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like available and read a reserve The Victor's Crown: A History of Ancient Sport
from Homer to Byzantium. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Michael Johnson:

Here thing why this specific The Victor's Crown: A History of Ancient Sport from Homer to Byzantium are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Victor's Crown: A History of
Ancient Sport from Homer to Byzantium giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no book that similar with The Victor's Crown: A History of Ancient
Sport from Homer to Byzantium. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Victor's Crown: A History of Ancient Sport from Homer to
Byzantium in e-book can be your option.

Doris Avey:

This The Victor's Crown: A History of Ancient Sport from Homer to Byzantium is fresh way for you who
has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Victor's
Crown: A History of Ancient Sport from Homer to Byzantium can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the



form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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