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It is widely believed that people have privileged and authoritative access to their own thoughts, and many
theories have been proposed to explain this supposed fact. The Opacity of Mind challenges the consensus
view and subjects the theories in question to critical scrutiny, while showing that they are not protected
against the findings of cognitive science by belonging to a separate "explanatory space." The book argues
that our access to our own thoughts is almost always interpretive, grounded in perceptual awareness of our
own circumstances and behavior, together with our own sensory imagery (including inner speech). In fact
our access to our own thoughts is no different in principle from our access to the thoughts of other people,
utilizing the conceptual and inferential resources of the same "mindreading" faculty, and relying on many of
the same sources of evidence. Peter Carruthers proposes and defends the Interpretive Sensory-Access (ISA)
theory of self-knowledge. This is supported through comprehensive examination of many different types of
evidence from across cognitive science, integrating a diverse set of findings into a single well-articulated
theory. One outcome is that there are hardly any kinds of conscious thought. Another is that there is no such
thing as conscious agency.

Written with Carruthers' usual clarity and directness, this book will be essential reading for philosophers
interested in self-knowledge, consciousness, and related areas of philosophy. It will also be of vital interest to
cognitive scientists, since it casts the existing data in a new theoretical light. Moreover, the ISA theory
makes many new predictions while also suggesting constraints and controls that should be placed on future
experimental investigations of self-knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Taylor:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Opacity of Mind: An
Integrative Theory of Self-Knowledge is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joanna Bowen:

This The Opacity of Mind: An Integrative Theory of Self-Knowledge are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Opacity of Mind: An Integrative Theory of Self-
Knowledge can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food
but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this The Opacity of Mind: An Integrative Theory of Self-Knowledge forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Leesa Banta:

Beside that The Opacity of Mind: An Integrative Theory of Self-Knowledge in your phone, it can give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have The Opacity of Mind: An Integrative Theory of Self-Knowledge because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and
read it from right now!

Jerry Schooler:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Opacity of Mind: An Integrative Theory of Self-Knowledge can make



you really feel more interested to read.
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