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The compelling story of the effect of Charles Darwin’s book On the Origin of Species on a diverse
group of American writers, abolitionists, and social reformers, including Henry David Thoreau and
Bronson Alcott, in 1860

“A must-read for everyone interested in Civil-War-era history.” – Publishers Weekly

In early 1860, a single copy of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species was read and discussed by five
important American intellectuals who seized on the book’s assertion of a common ancestry for all creatures
as a powerful argument against slavery. The book first came into the hands of Harvard botanist Asa Gray,
who would lead the fight for the theory in America. Gray passed his heavily annotated copy to the child
welfare reformer Charles Loring Brace, who saw value in natural selection’s premise that mankind was
destined to progressive improvement. Brace then introduced the book to three other friends: Franklin
Sanborn, a key supporter of the abolitionist John Brown, who grasped that Darwin’s depiction of constant
struggle and endless competition perfectly described America in 1860, especially the ongoing conflict
between pro- and antislavery forces; the philosopher Bronson Alcott, who resisted Darwin’s insights as a
threat to transcendental idealism; and Henry David Thoreau, who used Darwin’s theory to redirect the work
he would pursue till the end of his life regarding species migration and the interconnectedness of nature. 

The Book That Changed America offers a fascinating narrative account of these prominent figures as they
grappled over the course of that year with Darwin’s dangerous hypotheses. In doing so, it provides new
perspectives on America prior to the Civil War, showing how Darwin’s ideas become potent ammunition in
the debate over slavery and helped advance the cause of abolition by giving it scientific credibility.
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From reader reviews:

George Thomas:

The actual book The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation has
a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

David Waymire:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get just before. The The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of
Evolution Ignited a Nation giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Janice Arias:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation can be
your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Kara Hogan:

You can get this The Book That Changed America: How Darwin's Theory of Evolution Ignited a Nation by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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