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Controversy has surrounded the issue of pardons throughout its long history, from God's commuting Cain's
banishment, to Pontius Pilate's release of Barabbas, to recent speculations that Oliver North would be
pardoned. Pardoning practices in Europe from the fall of the Roman Empire to the Enlightenment varied
drastically. The Norman kings, for example, readily granted pardons, while the philosophers of the
Enlightenment argued vehemently against the practice. Montesquieu specifically stated that no pardoning
power could exist in a democracy. Yet the Founding Fathers of this country granted the president an almost
unlimited power to pardon, and, as a result, U.S. presidents have pardoned an average of one hundred fifty
federal offenders every year since the beginning of this century.
Appearing on the eve of the fifteenth anniversary of President Ford's pardon of Richard Nixon, Kathleen
Dean Moore's timely and highly readable volume addresses many crucial questions surrounding acts of
clemency, including what justifies pardoning power, who should be pardoned, and the definition of an
unforgivable crime. Illustrating her arguments with rich and fascinating historical examples--some
scandalous or funny, others inspiring or tragic--Moore examines the philosophy of pardons from King James
II's practice of selling pardons for two shillings, through the debates of the Founding Fathers over pardoning
power, to the Reagan Administration's record low number of pardons.
Moore carefully analyzes the moral justification of pardons, discussing how to distinguish between
justifiable, even morally obligatory, cases and unjustifiable abuses of clemency power. Viewing pardons as a
means for correcting injustices, and not as arbitrary acts of grace, she argues in favor of pardons only to
make amends for the punishment of an innocent person, or of a person who has committed a crime under
mitigating or justifiable circumstances, or for anyone who has received an unfairly severe sentence.
Focusing particularly on presidential pardons, Moore reveals that over and over again--after the Civil War,
after Prohibition, after the Vietnam War, and after Watergate--controversies about pardons have arisen at
times when circumstances have prevented people from thinking dispassionately about them. Her
groundbreaking study concludes with recommendations for the reform of presidential pardoning practices.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McGrath:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important usually. The book Pardons: Justice, Mercy, and the Public Interest was making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The reserve Pardons: Justice, Mercy, and the Public Interest is not only giving you far more new information
but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Pardons: Justice, Mercy, and the Public Interest. You
never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Lucas Florio:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Pardons: Justice, Mercy, and the Public Interest as your
daily resource information.

Michelle Mills:

This book untitled Pardons: Justice, Mercy, and the Public Interest to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Donna Muniz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Pardons: Justice, Mercy, and
the Public Interest.
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