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Progress was the byword of America's Gilded Age, a time of technological innovation, industrial growth, and
overseas expansion. It was an era of emancipation for former slaves, settlement houses for immigrants, and
colleges for women. Anti-saloon leagues called for the prohibition of alcohol, while citizens demanded labor
regulations and food and drug laws. Confronted by all these forces of change, the Supreme Court appeared
the bastion of conservatism in case after case as it defended the old moral and social order.

Progressive reformers of the time as well as historians of the twentieth century have depicted the era's nine
justices as aging reactionaries or, worse, accused them of championing a laissez-faire, imperialistic reading
of the U.S. Constitution. Now, in Guardians of the Moral Order, Mark Bailey rises to their defense. The
conservatism of the Supreme Court from 1860 through 1910, he argues, reflects not a conversion to the
gospel of wealth but a steadfast belief in the vision of man and society grounded in eighteenth-century
Enlightenment ideas and nineteenth-century moral science. As college students, the justices learned these
values through the philosophy courses central to the antebellum curriculum. As judges, their understanding
of the law as a branch of moral science influenced their rulings on a wide array of social, political, and
economic issues.

Taking the approach of an intellectual historian, Bailey examines the college education and legal training
that these justices received. He then looks at their speeches and writings, both on and off the bench, to
discover their views on such topics as the definition of private property, racial equality, and the rights of
peoples in America's newly acquired territories. An unflagging faith in a divinely ordained natural order, he
concludes, provided these men with their model for the social and moral order.

The worldview cherished by these men was shared by many Americans educated in antebellum schools,
colleges, and law offices. Theirs was not a reactionary conservatism rabidly opposed to change but a deeply
ingrained belief in immutable moral truths upon which civilization itself depended. If we are to understand
the Gilded Age, as Bailey so convincingly demonstrates, we must acknowledge that ideas matter.
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From reader reviews:

Denice Cooke:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Guardians of the Moral Order: The Legal Philosophy of the
Supreme Court, 1860-1910. Try to make book Guardians of the Moral Order: The Legal Philosophy of the
Supreme Court, 1860-1910 as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Clarence Kissel:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Guardians of the Moral Order: The Legal
Philosophy of the Supreme Court, 1860-1910 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Suk Barry:

This book untitled Guardians of the Moral Order: The Legal Philosophy of the Supreme Court, 1860-1910 to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Rosa Milliken:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Guardians of the Moral Order: The Legal Philosophy of the Supreme Court,
1860-1910, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
the mediocre, make them reading a guide.
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