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A lauded contribution to historical sociology, Class and the Color Line is an analysis of social-movement
organizing across racial lines in the American South during the 1880s and the 1890s. The Knights of Labor
and the Populists were the largest and most influential movements of their day, as well as the first to
undertake large-scale organizing in the former Confederate states, where they attempted to recruit African
Americans as fellow workers and voters.

While scholars have long debated whether the Knights and the Populists were genuine in their efforts to
cross the color line, Joseph Gerteis shifts attention from that question to those of how, where, and when the
movements’ organizers drew racial boundaries. Arguing that the movements were simultaneously racially
inclusive and exclusive, Gerteis explores the connections between race and the movements’ economic and
political interests in their cultural claims and in the dynamics of local organizing.

Interpreting data from the central journals of the Knights of Labor and the two major Populist organizations,
the Farmers’ Alliance and the People’s Party, Gerteis explains how the movements made sense of the tangled
connections between race, class, and republican citizenship. He considers how these collective narratives
motivated action in specific contexts: in Richmond and Atlanta in the case of the Knights of Labor, and in
Virginia and Georgia in that of the Populists. Gerteis demonstrates that the movements’ collective narratives
galvanized interracial organizing to varying degrees in different settings. At the same time, he illuminates the
ways that interracial organizing was enabled or constrained by local material, political, and social conditions.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Pritchett:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the
Knights of Labor and the Populist Movement (Politics, History, and Culture).

Frank Anderson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the Populist Movement
(Politics, History, and Culture) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Muriel Colvard:

Beside this kind of Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the
Populist Movement (Politics, History, and Culture) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Class
and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the Populist Movement (Politics,
History, and Culture) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book
but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from today!

George McDaniel:

This Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the Knights of Labor and the Populist
Movement (Politics, History, and Culture) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or you who still having little digest in reading this Class and the Color Line: Interracial Class Coalition in the
Knights of Labor and the Populist Movement (Politics, History, and Culture) can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in



the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this
e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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