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This book makes an illuminating contribution to one of Christianity's central problems: the understanding
and interpretation of scripture, and more specifically, the relationship between the Old Testament and the
New. John David Dawson analyzes the practice and theory of "figural" reading in the Christian tradition of
Biblical interpretation by looking at writings of Jewish and Christian thinkers, both ancient and modern, who
have reflected on that form of traditional Christian Biblical interpretation. Dawson argues Christian
interpretation of Hebrew scripture originally was, and should be, aimed at not reducing the Jewish meaning
or replacing it but rather at building on it or carrying on from it.

Dawson closely examines the work of three prominent twentieth-century thinkers who have offered
influential variants of figural reading: Biblical scholar Daniel Boyarin, philologist and literary historian Erich
Auerbach, and Christian theologianHans Frei. Contrasting the interpretive programs of these modern
thinkers to that of Origen of Alexandria, Dawson proposes that Origen exemplifies a kind of Christian
reading that can respect Christianity's link to Judaism while also respecting the independent religious identity
of Jews. Through a fresh study of Origen's allegorical interpretation, this book challenges the common
charge that Christian non-literal reading of scripture necessarily undermines the literal meaning of the text.

This highly interdisciplinary work will advance debates about different methods of interpretation and about
different types of textual meaning that are relevant for many disciplines, including ancient Christianity,
Jewish and Christian thought, literary theory, religious studies, and classical studies.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Christian
Figural Reading and the Fashioning of Identity? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have different opinion?

Daniele Chambers:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Christian Figural Reading and the Fashioning of
Identity why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Scarlet Rome:

Beside this particular Christian Figural Reading and the Fashioning of Identity in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Christian Figural Reading and the Fashioning of Identity because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!

Priscilla McNeil:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Christian Figural Reading
and the Fashioning of Identity can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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