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Many American readers like to regard Alexis de Tocqueville as an honorary American and democrat--as the
young French aristocrat who came to early America and, enthralled by what he saw, proceeded to write an
American book explaining democratic America to itself. Yet, as Lucien Jaume argues in this acclaimed
intellectual biography, Democracy in America is best understood as a French book, written primarily for the
French, and overwhelmingly concerned with France. "America," Jaume says, "was merely a pretext for
studying modern society and the woes of France." For Tocqueville, in short, America was a mirror for
France, a way for Tocqueville to write indirectly about his own society, to engage French thinkers and
debates, and to come to terms with France's aristocratic legacy.

By taking seriously the idea that Tocqueville's French context is essential for understanding Democracy in
America, Jaume provides a powerful and surprising new interpretation of Tocqueville's book as well as a
fresh intellectual and psychological portrait of the author. Situating Tocqueville in the context of the crisis of
authority in postrevolutionary France, Jaume shows that Tocqueville was an ambivalent promoter of
democracy, a man who tried to reconcile himself to the coming wave, but who was also nostalgic for the
aristocratic world in which he was rooted--and who believed that it would be necessary to preserve
aristocratic values in order to protect liberty under democracy. Indeed, Jaume argues that one of
Tocqueville's most important and original ideas was to recognize that democracy posed the threat of a new
and hidden form of despotism.
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From reader reviews:

Nora Cordova:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Tocqueville: The Aristocratic
Sources of Liberty to read.

Tracy Painter:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get prior to. The Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty giving you another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Daniel Downey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty or
perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are
helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.

Dorothy Vinson:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is called of book Tocqueville: The Aristocratic Sources of Liberty. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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