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She went by many names—Mary Ann Keith, Ann Williams, Lauretta Williams, and more—but history
knows her best as Loreta Janeta Velasquez, a woman who claimed to have posed as a man to fight for the
Confederacy. In Inventing Loreta Velasquez, acclaimed historian William C. Davis delves into the life of one
of America’s early celebrities, peeling back the myths she herself created to reveal a startling and even more
implausible reality.

This groundbreaking biography reveals a woman quite different from the public persona she promoted. In
her bestselling memoir, The Woman in Battle, Velasquez claimed she was an emphatic Confederate patriot,
but in fact she never saw combat. Instead, during the war she manufactured bullets for the Union and
persuaded her Confederate husband to desert the Army.

After the Civil War ended, she wore many masks, masterminding ambitious confidence schemes worth
millions, such as creating a phony mining company, conning North Carolina residents to back her financially
in a fake immigration scheme, and attracting investors to build a railroad across western Mexico. With
various husbands, Velasquez sought her fortune both in the American West and in the Klondike, though her
endeavors cost one husband his life. She also became a social reformer advocating on behalf of better prison
conditions, the Cuban revolt against Spain, and the plight of Cuban refugees. Further, Velasquez was one of
the first women to venture into journalism and presidential politics. Always a sensational press favorite, she
displayed throughout her life an uncanny ability to manipulate popular media and to benefit from her fame in
a way that prefigured celebrities of our own time, including using her testimony in a Congressional inquiry
about Civil War counterfeiting as a means of promoting her latest business ventures.

So little has been known of Velasquez’s real life that some postmodern scholars have glorified her as a
“woman warrior” and used her as an example in cross-gender issues and arguments concerning Hispanic
nationalism. Davis firmly refutes these notions by bringing the historical Velasquez to the surface. The
genuine story of Velasquez’s life is far more interesting than misguided interpretations and her own fanciful
inventions.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier
Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important the book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier
Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Willie Long:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier
Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist has been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Inventing Loreta
Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist is not only giving you much
more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate
Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Teresa Bradshaw:

This Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist book
is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Inventing Loreta Velasquez:
Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist without we know teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Inventing Loreta
Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist can bring whenever you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media
Celebrity, and Con Artist having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Andrew McConnell:

This Inventing Loreta Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist tend to



be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Inventing Loreta
Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist can be among the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Inventing Loreta
Velasquez: Confederate Soldier Impersonator, Media Celebrity, and Con Artist giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
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