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The Elders of Optina Monastery have had a tremendous impact on Russian society. During the course of a
century, their prophecy and God-illumined counsel attracted spiritual seekers from far and wide.

Elder Ambrose is considered the pinnacle of Eldership in Optina. He embodied the virtues of all the elders in
the highest degree--divine humility, purity of mind and heart, overflowing love, and total self-sacrifice for
the salvation of his fellow man. Because he had attained the depths of humility, the Lord blessed him with
spiritual gifts by which to heal suffering souls. He read human hearts, was granted to know the past, present
and future of people, and spoke to them the direct, revealed word of God. So great were his gifts that
hundreds of people flocked daily to his humble cabin in central Russia. Among these were the writers
Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy, Leontiev and Solovyev. Dostoyevsky was so moved by his pilgrimage to Optina and
Elder Ambrose that he wrote his last and greatest novel, The Brothers Karamazov, with the specific intention
of depicting the spiritual image of Optina Monastery and the Elder. The well-known character of Elder
Zosima in his book was modeled after Elder Ambrose, whose words of counsel Dostoyevsky put directly
into the mouth of his unforgettable character.

This edition of Elder Ambrose's life is a faithful English translation of the original Optina edition, printed in
Russia in 1912. Through its pages we enter the world of a heavenly man, an angel in the flesh who beheld
the mysteries of the future age: the perfect love and silent oneness of immortal spirits.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Elder Ambrose of
Optina, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Chris Boos:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled Elder Ambrose of Optina can be very good book to read. May be
it can be best activity to you.

Robert Spann:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study. Elder
Ambrose of Optina can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time
problems.

Antonio Ritchie:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is Elder Ambrose of Optina this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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