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'Why do any human beings choose to be socialists? Why has socialist politics proved in practice so
frequently disappointing? How far can socialist ideas still serve to inform and guide political judgement in
modern states for the better? Are the evident weaknesses of socialist politics in all its varieties likely to lead
to its disappearance from modern political activity in the readily imaginable future?' These are the questions
John Dunn faces in this book, offering an appraisal of the strengths and weaknesses of socialism as a
political theory. Its strengths, he argues, will always lie in its hostility to the manifest injustices of capitalist
property relations. But its weaknesses stem from an inadequate and disingenuous conception of political
power and political action, and from the widespread failures of socialist economic planning. Dunn goes on to
examine how these failings might be remedied or minimized, given the options available from present
conditions and the history of socialist politics. The conclusions of his analysis are not optimistic: the future
for socialism will not be a comfortable one. But, he says, an honest recognition of the real problems that
exist and an understanding of their causes is the only way of renewing confidence in socialism's promises of
democracy and material security. This book is an attempt to confront problems which have arisen largely
from the practice of socialist politics itself and to locate their sources within the confusions and
equivocations of existing understandings of socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Cedric Baker:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Politics of
Socialism: An Essay in Political Theory (Themes in the Social Sciences) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Jaime Howell:

The book untitled The Politics of Socialism: An Essay in Political Theory (Themes in the Social Sciences)
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language
is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It
is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice examine.

Kenneth Allen:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Politics of Socialism: An Essay in
Political Theory (Themes in the Social Sciences) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jamie Gregory:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Politics of Socialism: An Essay in Political Theory (Themes in the Social Sciences)
when you essential it?
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