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The Poetics of Transition examines the connection between American pragmatism and literary modernism
by focusing on the concept of transition as a theme common to both movements. Jonathan Levin begins with
the Emersonian notion that transition—the movement from one state or condition to another or, alternately,
the figural enactment of that movement—is infused with power. He then offers a revisionary reading of the
pragmatists’ view of the permeability of subjective and objective realms and of how American literary
modernists stage this permeability in the language and form of their writing.
Levin draws on the pragmatist and neopragmatist writings of William James, John Dewey, George
Santayana, Richard Rorty, and Cornel West to illuminate the work of modernist literature. In turn, he
illuminates the poetic imperatives of pragmatism by tracing the ways in which Henry James, Gertrude Stein,
and Wallace Stevens capture the moment of transition—a paradoxical moment that, once it is represented in
language or art, requires its own perpetual overcoming. Throughout, he explores how modernist writers, who
are masters at recording such “illegible” moments of transition in their poetry and prose, significantly
contribute to an expanded understanding of pragmatism and its underlying aesthetics. By linking Emerson
with the progressive philosophy of turn-of-the-century pragmatism and the experimentation of American
literary modernism, Levin offers new insight into Emerson’s lasting influence on later American
philosophers, novelists, and poets.
The Poetics of Transition will interest scholars and students in the fields of literary criticism, neopragmatism,
literary modernism, and American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pierce:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Poetics of Transition: Emerson, Pragmatism, and American
Literary Modernism (New Americanists). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long
as we know about how is important any book The Poetics of Transition: Emerson, Pragmatism, and
American Literary Modernism (New Americanists). You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Amy Davis:

The particular book The Poetics of Transition: Emerson, Pragmatism, and American Literary Modernism
(New Americanists) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you.
The book The Poetics of Transition: Emerson, Pragmatism, and American Literary Modernism (New
Americanists) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Penny Laughlin:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The Poetics of
Transition: Emerson, Pragmatism, and American Literary Modernism (New Americanists).

Henry Heath:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably
unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare
time, often the book you have read is definitely The Poetics of Transition: Emerson, Pragmatism, and
American Literary Modernism (New Americanists).
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