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Technology is everywhere, yet a theory of technology and its social dimension remains to be fully
developed. Building on the influential book The Social Construction of Technological Systems, this volume
carries forward the project of creating a theory of technological development and implementation that is
strongly grounded in both sociology and history. The 12 essays address the central question of how
technologies become stabilized, how they attain a final form and use that is generally accepted. The essays
are tied together by a general introduction, part introductions, and a theoretical conclusion.The first part of
the book examines and criticizes the idea that technologies have common life cycles; three case studies cover
the history of a successful but never produced British jet fighter, the manipulation of patents by a French
R&D company to gain a market foothold, and the managed development of high-intensity fluorescent
lighting to serve the interests of electricity suppliers as well as the producing company.The second part looks
at broader interactions shaping technology and its social context: the question of who was to define "steel,"
the determination of what constitutes radioactive waste and its proper disposal, and the social construction of
motion pictures as exemplified by Thomas Edison's successful development of the medium and its
commercial failure.The last part offers theoretical studies suggesting alternative approaches to
sociotechnologies; two studies argue for a strong sociotechnology in which artifact and social context are
viewed as a single seamless web, while the third looks at the ways in which a social program is a
technology.Wiebe E. Bijker is Associate Professor at the University of Limburg, The Netherlands. John Law
is Professor in Sociology at the University of Keele, Staffordshire, England.
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From reader reviews:

Lorena Repass:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Shaping
Technology / Building Society: Studies in Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) book as nice and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Micah Best:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Shaping Technology / Building
Society: Studies in Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Shaping Technology / Building Society:
Studies in Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) become your own personal starter.

Angeline Allison:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Shaping Technology / Building
Society: Studies in Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) guide written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still hesitation Shaping Technology / Building Society: Studies in Sociotechnical Change (Inside
Technology) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break
don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Derick Heinz:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Shaping Technology / Building Society:
Studies in Sociotechnical Change (Inside Technology) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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