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The Passion narrative is Christianity's most important story. Is that "story" historically and factually true, or
is it a faith story, told to foster and inspire commitment to Jesus Christ? Most Christians consider the Passion
as historically and objectively told in the canonical gospels. That is Christianity’s default position. The
author asks the reader to consider the case for a fresh look at the Passion story—one that reflects what is now
known about Jesus, his times, his culture, and the process of recording Jesus’s story in a Hellenistic world,
not the Palestinian world of Jesus’s actual life. This approach, using contemporary biblical scholarship, does
not destroy the Passion story. It opens it up to a deeper understanding of Jesus of Nazareth, his disciples, his
purpose in going to Jerusalem, why he went into a clearly dangerous situation against his disciples’ counsel,
and what Jesus intended to convey through his actions. The first four chapters of this survey examine the
nature of ancient literature, myth, and biography and compare it to contemporary nonfiction. It further
examines the message of each gospel, beginning with Mark, and continuing with Matthew, Luke, and John
(the chronological path of gospel writings) showing how the Passion story was shaped and modified by
successive generations of Christians as they coped with and tried to make sense of the distinct elements of
time, location, and circumstances surrounding each independent gospel. Thus, each gospel is read, not only
for what it believes about Jesus, but what it has to tell us about the historical situation which formed its
particular views. Part Two of the book comprises sixteen separate elements, or vignettes, contained within
the Passion narratives of the four canonical gospels. Each elements (such as Jesus’s predictions, the
anointing in Bethany, the temple incident, the cursing of the fig tree, the role of Judas, the trials, the
crucifixion, the resurrection, and the ascension) is assessed in its own chapter with an eye toward addressing
the naturalistic explanation for each event or idea, what we know of the historical development surrounding
the event or idea, and the theological point each element fashions. This kind of analysis is representative of
modern progressive thinking, the purpose of which is to raise our comprehension of religious truth to higher
level of consciousness. Another way of seeing the nature of such study is to assist the reader in achieving a
more advanced level of Christian maturity.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Palmer:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
Seeking the Living Among the Dead: The Passion Narrative Revisited can be your answer given it can be
read by you who have those short free time problems.

Fred Swett:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Seeking the Living Among the Dead: The Passion Narrative Revisited provide you with a new
experience in examining a book.

Monika Cunniff:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top list in your reading list will be Seeking the Living Among the Dead: The Passion Narrative Revisited.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Natalie Renz:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Seeking the Living Among the Dead: The Passion
Narrative Revisited to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and read it. Beside that the publication Seeking the Living Among the Dead: The Passion Narrative Revisited
can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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