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The Lotus Sutra is arguably the most famous of all Buddhist scriptures. Composed in India in the first
centuries of the Common Era, it is renowned for its inspiring message that all beings are destined for
supreme enlightenment. Here, Donald Lopez provides an engaging and accessible biography of this enduring
classic.

Lopez traces the many roles the Lotus Sutra has played in its travels through Asia, Europe, and across the
seas to America. The story begins in India, where it was one of the early Mahayana sutras, which sought to
redefine the Buddhist path. In the centuries that followed, the text would have a profound influence in China
and Japan, and would go on to play a central role in the European discovery of Buddhism. It was the first
Buddhist sutra to be translated from Sanskrit into a Western language—into French in 1844 by the eminent
scholar Eugène Burnouf. That same year, portions of the Lotus Sutra appeared in English in The Dial, the
journal of New England’s Transcendentalists. Lopez provides a balanced account of the many controversies
surrounding the text and its teachings, and describes how the book has helped to shape the popular image of
the Buddha today. He explores how it was read by major literary figures such as Henry David Thoreau and
Gustave Flaubert, and how it was used to justify self-immolation in China and political extremism in Japan.

Concise and authoritative, this is the essential introduction to the life and afterlife of a timeless masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Wallace:

The book The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book The "Lotus
S?tra": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books)? Some of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read
a book. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Haight:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The "Lotus S?tra": A
Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Claudia Butler:

The book untitled The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous
author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice learn.

Concepcion Shaw:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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