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A provocative, profoundly moving literary debut--part personal history, part cultural commentary--that
announces a writer of dazzling originality.

In an emotionally charged narrative that weaves together past and present, the personal and the scholarly, a
young critic and classicist takes us on a search for the meaning of identity--while showing, through
remarkably fresh and accessible readings of such classical Greek and Roman writers as Catullus and Sappho,
Ovid and Sophocles, how ancient stories  continue to hold truths for us today.

The landscapes through which Daniel Mendelsohn takes us: the deceptively quiet streets of the suburb where
he grew up, torn between his mathematician father, who sought after scientific truth, and his Orthodox
Jewish grandfather, who told "beautiful lies"; the Southern university, steeped in history and secret
traditions, where he first experienced seductions both sexual and intellectual; Internet chat rooms and the
streets of Chelsea, Manhattan's newest gay ghetto, where "desire for love" competes with "love of desire";
the quiet, moonlit house where a close friend's small son teaches him the meaning of fatherhood.

And, in a narrative tour de force that marks the book's conclusion, Mendelsohn's themes--desire and
sexuality, the hidden meanings of classical and Hebrew writings, the restless search for cultural and personal
identity--come together in a final revelation. In a neglected Jewish cemetery, the author uncovers a family
secret that demonstrates the universal need for storytelling, for inventing myths of the self.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

The reason why? Because this The Elusive Embrace: Desire and the Riddle of Identity is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Amber Payne:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for your requirements is The Elusive Embrace: Desire and the Riddle of Identity this
publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all
of you.

Scott Duran:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Elusive Embrace: Desire and the Riddle of
Identity was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Elusive Embrace: Desire
and the Riddle of Identity has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself
and try to like reading which.

Adam Cuyler:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Elusive Embrace: Desire and the Riddle of
Identity to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea
about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication The Elusive Embrace: Desire and the Riddle of Identity can to be your brand-new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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