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Henriette Geisberg Bruns was twenty-three when she arrived in 1836 at the isolated Westphalia Settlement in
central Missouri with her husband, baby son, two brothers, and a maid. Jette, as she was known to her family
and friends, had not come to America by inclination, but from duty. Her husband Bernhard, a physician, had
fallen victim to the emigration fever sweeping Germany in the 1830’s and was convinced that he could
provide a better life for his family in the American Free States where land was plentiful, the soil was fertile,
and taxes were low. Born into a large, prosperous, closely knit family, Jette had set out for the New World
reluctantly; but once in Missouri, she was determined not to give up and go back home, as a neighboring
family did.

Although she maintained her resolve, this collection of letters written to her family in Germany shows that
her life in America was often beset by deprivation, disease, and loneliness. Jette had been persuaded to
emigrate for the sake of her children’s future; however, of the ten born in Central Missouri, five died in
childhood, three within three weeks in September and October 1841.

Despite the family responsibilities and the hardships she faced in Missouri, Jette maintained a lively interest
in American political and social life. For fifteen years in Westphalia and almost fifty in Jefferson City and St.
Louis, she observed and offered astute—if sometimes acerbic—commentary on the historic as well as the
daily events of nineteenth-century life. Left destitute by the death of her husband, who had served as mayor
of Jefferson City during the Civil War, she opened a boarding house in her home across from the state
capitol to support her own children and those of her brother. There the German radicals in state government
gathered to argue and debate.

This rare collection of personal family letters, combined with an autobiographical sketch Jette wrote after the
Civil War, illuminates the experience of one immigrant woman in a land that was always foreign to her.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas West:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Hold Dear, As Always: Jette, a German
Immigrant Life in Letters as your daily resource information.

Rene King:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Hold Dear, As Always: Jette, a German Immigrant Life in Letters, you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Tom Rivera:

You can obtain this Hold Dear, As Always: Jette, a German Immigrant Life in Letters by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Brenda Hedstrom:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Hold Dear, As Always: Jette, a German Immigrant Life in Letters when you required it?
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