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Two weeks before General Cornwallis surrendered his army at Yorktown, a Loyalist yeoman farmer who
had fought alongside the British for six years was hanged as a spy at Schuylerville, New York before a
crowd of his former friends and neighbors. Like the vast majority of the estimated 500,000 Loyalists who
gambled on a British victory, Thomas Loveless and his family were ordinary people swept up by social and
political forces beyond their control. TORY SPY analyses this "Loyalist Dilemma," making use of British
and American documents of the period and providing illustrations, maps, appendices, footnotes, and an
index.
       A few years ago, the movie "The Patriot" starring Mel Gibson graphically portrayed Rebel-Tory warfare
in the Carolinas during 1779-1780. The Rebel family in "The Patriot" was a fictional composite, but the trials
of the "Loyalist" Thomas Loveless family of Albany County, New York were real. Located astride the
principal invasion corridor between Canada and the United States, and a hotbed of Rebel-Tory conflict,
Albany County became a battleground between a cadre of refugee "Tory Spies" based in Canada and their
Rebel former neighbors.
        TORY SPY offers a rare snapshot of the Revolutionary War as a multi-level conflict, in which brother
fought brother, neighbor betrayed neighbor, and vague charges of espionage often meant a quick route to the
gallows. It is a largely untold story which offers new insights into the price paid by many of the Loyalists,
who were the hidden losers of America's first "civil war." This is a story for our times--it is about people
responding to the pressures of revolutionary change. Their world was coming apart, and the outcome was
unpredictable. 
         Contemporary Americans may be surprised by what TORY SPY tells them about the violent social
conflict that gave birth to their country. Yet the book's interwoven stories--a Loyalist farm family's struggle
to survive amidst the partisan violence in Albany County, the father's British military service and later
exploits as an officer in the "Tory Secret Service," and the bizarre circumstances surrounding his capture,
trial, and execution--were among the harsh realities of America's Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Johnson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Tory Spy: A New York Frontier Family's War
Against the American Revolution. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Sheila Nathan:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to
answer that question since just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Tory Spy: A New
York Frontier Family's War Against the American Revolution to read.

Carl Johnson:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is usually Tory Spy: A New York Frontier Family's War Against the
American Revolution. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Steven Atkins:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Tory Spy: A New York Frontier Family's War Against the American Revolution can make you experience
more interested to read.
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