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How did early Buddhists actually encounter the seminal texts of their religion? What were the attitudes held
by monks and laypeople toward the written and oral Pali traditions? In this pioneering work, Daniel
Veidlinger explores these questions in the context of the northern Thai kingdom of Lan Na. Drawing on a
vast array of sources, including indigenous chronicles, reports by foreign visitors, inscriptions, and palm-leaf
manuscripts, he traces the role of written Buddhist texts in the predominantly oral milieu of northern
Thailand from the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries.

Veidlinger examines how the written word was assimilated into existing Buddhist and monastic practice in
the region, considering the use of manuscripts for textual study and recitation as well as the place of writing
in the cultic and ritual life of the faithful. He shows how manuscripts fit into the economy, describes how
they were made and stored, and highlights the understudied issue of the "cult of the book" in Theravâda
Buddhism. Looking at the wider Theravâda world, Veidlinger argues that manuscripts in Burma and Sri
Lanka played a more central role in the preservation and dissemination of Buddhist texts.

By offering a detailed examination of the motivations driving those who sponsored manuscript production,
this study draws attention to the vital role played by forest-dwelling monastic orders introduced from Sri
Lanka in the development of Lan Na’s written Pali heritage. It also considers the rivalry between those
monks who wished to preserve the older oral tradition and monks, rulers, and laypeople who supported the
expansion of the new medium of writing.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Rodriguez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to
answer that question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific
Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality, and Textual Transmission in Buddhist Northern Thailand
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) to read.

Shawn McDonald:

The knowledge that you get from Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality, and Textual Transmission in
Buddhist Northern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) could be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality, and Textual
Transmission in Buddhist Northern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) giving you
joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality,
and Textual Transmission in Buddhist Northern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory)
instantly.

Mark Miller:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Spreading the Dhamma: Writing,
Orality, and Textual Transmission in Buddhist Northern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory), you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Magdalena McKinney:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work



here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Spreading the Dhamma: Writing, Orality, and Textual Transmission
in Buddhist Northern Thailand (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.
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