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This is the first complete biography of Georges Perec (1936-1982), novelist, poet, verbal gamesman, master
puzzler a man at once eccentric, brilliant, and endearingly ordinary, whom Italo Calvino called "so singular a
literary personality that he bears absolutely no resemblance to anyone else."

Perec's novels are widely regarded as modern classics, but his linguistic mastery actually extended to a
stunning variety of forms: from autobiography, drama, and criticism to crossword puzzles and the world's
longest palindrome. Ever in search of new verbal challenges, he wrote one novel entirely without the letter e;
and in 1978 he published the monumental, structurally complex Life A User's Manual, which many critics
have placed (in the words of The Boston Globe) "on the level of Joyce, Proust, Mann, Kafka, and Nabokov."

In Georges Perec: A Life in Words, David Bellos, Perec's award-winning English translator, introduces the
enigmatic figure behind these remarkable works, showing how Perec's experiences led to such masterpieces
as Life, the celebrated Things, and the harrowing W or The Memory of Childhood the latter inspired by his
parents' deaths during World War II (one of them at Aucshwitz) and by his own sense of guilt as a survivor.

Using unpublished documents and firsthand interviews, Bellos details Perec's tragic childhood, his difficult
apprenticeship, his emergence into literary renown, and finally his death from cancer at age 46. He traces the
influences of Perec's Polish-Jewish background, and of the friendships with such figures as Calvino,
Raymond Queneau, Harry Mathews, and others that helped shape this extraordinary life. He offers privileged
insights, born of many years' reflection and study, into Perec's vertiginous works. He situates Perec as a
primary figure of French intellectual life in the 1960s and 1970s, due in part to his collaborations with the
radically inventive OuLiPo group (whose name condenses the emblematic phrase "Workshop of Potential
Literature"). And he shows the painstaking process by which a phenomenally gifted writer, suffering from a
sheltered past crippling emotional burden, reconstructed his life in the only way he knew how: in words.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Georges Perec: A Life in Words : A Biography.

Lucille Grant:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Georges Perec: A Life in Words : A
Biography. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Lauren Allison:

Georges Perec: A Life in Words : A Biography can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Georges Perec: A Life
in Words : A Biography although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you
into new stage of crucial thinking.

Jennifer Witherspoon:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Georges Perec: A Life in Words : A Biography when you required it?
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