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On September 25, 1890, the Mormon prophet Wilford Woodruff publicly instructed his followers to abandon
polygamy. In doing so, he initiated a process that would fundamentally alter the Latter-day Saints and their
faith. Trading the most integral elements of their belief system for national acceptance, the Mormons
recreated themselves as model Americans.

Mary Campbell tells the story of this remarkable religious transformation in Charles Ellis Johnson and the
Erotic Mormon Image. One of the church’s favorite photographers, Johnson (1857–1926) spent the 1890s
and early 1900s taking pictures of Mormonism’s most revered figures and sacred sites. At the same time, he
did a brisk business in mail-order erotica, creating and selling stereoviews that he referred to as his “spicy
pictures of girls.” Situating these images within the religious, artistic, and legal culture of turn-of-the-century
America, Campbell reveals the unexpected ways in which they worked to bring the Saints into the nation’s
mainstream after the scandal of polygamy.

Engaging, interdisciplinary, and deeply researched, Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image
demonstrates the profound role pictures played in the creation of both the modern Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and the modern American nation.
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From reader reviews:

Regina Noble:

The book Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Charles Ellis Johnson and the
Erotic Mormon Image? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Charles
Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Patricia Watts:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic
Mormon Image to read.

Kenneth Salinas:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic
Mormon Image is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Amy Lewis:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Charles Ellis Johnson and the
Erotic Mormon Image to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation
about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it.
Beside that the reserve Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can to be your new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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