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Questions about the dignity of the human person give rise to many of the most central and hotly disputed
topics in bioethics. In A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of
Conscience, Christopher Kaczor investigates whether each human being has intrinsic dignity and whether the
very concept of "dignity" has a useful place in contemporary ethical debates. Kaczor explores a broad range
of issues addressed in contemporary bioethics, including whether there is a duty of "procreative
beneficence," the ethics of ectopic pregnancy, and the possibility of "rescuing" human embryos with human
wombs or artificial wombs. A Defense of Dignity also treats issues relevant to the end of life, including
physician-assisted suicide, provision of food and water to patients in a persistent vegetative state, and how to
proceed with organ donation following death. Finally, what are the duties and prerogatives of health care
professionals who refuse in conscience to take part in activities that they regard as degrading to human
dignity? Should they be forced to do what they consider to be violations of the patient's well being, or does
patient autonomy always trump the conscience of a health care professional?
 
Grounded in the Catholic intellectual and moral tradition, A Defense of Dignity argues that all human beings
from the beginning to the end of their lives should be treated with respect and considers how this belief
should be applied in controversial cases.
 
"A Defense of Dignity provides a skillful, informed, and clear philosophical analysis, from a natural law
perspective, of a range of controversial, and sometimes complex, bioethical questions concerning the
beginning and end of life. Few authors approach bioethics from a natural law perspective, and few do it as
well as Christopher Kaczor. The book should be of interest not only to natural law philosophers and their
students, but also to anyone interested in bioethics." —John Keown, Georgetown University

"Moral questions at the beginning and ending of life and controversies over liberty of conscience are among
the most vexing and important issues of our day. Christopher Kaczor brings his characteristic moral
seriousness and philosophical good sense to his treatment of these issues, all of which implicate the key
concept of human dignity. This eminently readable collection will provide an invaluable resource for
educators and students alike." —Christopher Tollefsen, University of South Carolina
 
“Indispensable. Kaczor untangles the various meanings of human dignity to undertake a reexamination of the
most serious and difficult issues in medical ethics. The book combines clarity with philosophical precision,
faithfulness to Catholic teaching with a thorough engagement with critics." —J. Budziszewski, University
of Texas at Austin
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Kester:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and also important the book A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life,
Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics). All type of book
could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Patricia Kirby:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading any book, we give you that A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying
Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) book as nice and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Deborah Mazzarella:

Why? Because this A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of
Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Lauren Cook:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND
Studies in Medical Ethics) when you required it?
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