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Major Louis Joseph Vionnet’s memoirs of Napoleon’s disastrous 1812 campaign in Russia are readable,
detailed, and full of personal anecdote and vivid glimpses into the life of the nineteenth-century soldier. His
account concentrates in particular on the retreat from Moscow, but he was present at all the major actions
and followed the entire course of the campaign from the opening moves in July 1812 to being chased
through Prussia by bands of Cossacks in early 1813. He was present at the destruction of Smolensk, toured
the battlefield of Borodino and witnessed the great fire in Moscow. Vionnet was a major in the Fusiliers-
Grenadiers, a regiment of veterans in the Imperial Guard, and his account provides a wonderful insight into
the élan, morale and cohesion of this elite fighting force. Jonathan North has translated Vionnet’s memoirs
for the first time for this English edition. In addition to providing detailed explanatory notes, he quotes from
the accounts left by five other soldiers from the same regiment, and these extracts allow the reader to follow
the ups and downs of the unit as a whole.

Louis Joseph Vionnet, Vicomte de Maringoné, was born in Longueville in 1769, the son of a peasant and a
lace maker. He joined the artillery in 1793 and was promoted to captain in the line in 1794. He fought in
Italy in 1796, in the line infantry in 1798 and the Guard grenadiers in 1806, and campaigned in Prussia,
Poland and Spain. In 1809, he joined the Fusiliers of the Guard, fought again in Spain in 1811 and then, with
the rank of major, he took part in the 1812 Russian campaign, which he survived. He retired in the 1830s and
died in 1834.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

This With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 are usually reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this With Napoleon's Guard in
Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 can be one of the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major
Vionnet, 1812 forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jeffrey Barclay:

The e-book with title With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 includes a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Dawn Nelson:

This With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 is brand-new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major Vionnet, 1812 can be the light food in
your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Emily Boyd:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That With Napoleon's Guard in Russia: The Memoirs of Major
Vionnet, 1812 can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have With
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