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Philip Hook takes the lid off the world of art dealing to reveal the brilliance, cunning, greed and daring of its
practitioners. In a richly anecdotal narrative he describes the rise and occasional fall of the extraordinary men
and women who over the centuries have made it their business to sell art to kings, merchants, nobles,
entrepreneurs and museums.

From its beginnings in Antwerp, where paintings were sometimes sold by weight, to the rich hauteur of the
contemporary gallery in London, Paris and New York, art dealing has been about identifying what is
intangible but infinitely desirable, and then finding clients for whom it is irresistible. Those who have
purveyed art for a living range from tailors, spies and the occasional anarchist to scholars, aristocrats,
merchants and connoisseurs, each variously motivated by greed, belief in their own vision of art and its
history, or simply the will to win.

The cast of characters includes Paul Durand-Ruel, the Impressionists' champion; Herwath Walden, who first
brought Modernism into the limelight; Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler, high priest of Cubism; Leo Castelli,
dealer-midwife to Abstract Expressionism and Pop Art; and Peter Wilson, the charismatic Sotheby's
chairman who made the auction room theatre.

Philip Hook's history is one of human folly, greed and duplicity, interspersed with ingenuity, inspiration and
acts of heroism. Rogues' Gallery is learned, witty and irresistibly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Anderson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Rogues'
Gallery: A History of Art and its Dealers? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion
or you have additional opinion?

James Horowitz:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Rogues'
Gallery: A History of Art and its Dealers suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Rogues' Gallery: A History of Art and its Dealersis a single of several
books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.

Edward Lott:

The book untitled Rogues' Gallery: A History of Art and its Dealers contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Mathew Casillas:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Rogues' Gallery: A History of Art and its Dealers.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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