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Description: Why the furor over this book? Why was Church: Charism and Power the subject of a Vatican
inquiry? The reason, ironically enough, has little to do with its alleged use of Marxist thought, but rather with
its critical understanding of the church in the light of the gospel. Church: Charism and Power is a
provocative, devastating critique of the ways in which power, sacred power, is controlled and exercised in
the Roman Catholic Church. It is a militant book, a radical book, but it is by no means defective in
orthodoxy. In fact, with all its criticism it offers a brilliant defense of the historical claims of Roman
Catholicism. Its central thesis argues that since the fourth century the church has fallen victim to a kind of
power that has nothing to do with the gospel and everything to do with the dynamics of power with all of its
inevitable abuses. This historical reality, enshrined in the monarchical model of the church, was undermined
at the Second Vatican Council and replaced by that of the church as people of God. This 'laical' model is
closely allied in Boff's exposition with the notion of the church as sacrament of the Holy Spirit: the church as
"sign and instrument of the now living and risen Christ, that is the Holy Spirit." A pneumatic ecclesiology
such as this would lead the church back to its primitive dynamics of community, cooperation, and charism. It
would create a church in which everyone shared equally and where flexible and appropriate ministries
conformed to needs as they arose. Is such a church possible? Is it not simply the utopian dream of idealists
and sectarians down through the ages? No, says Father Boff, given the incredible growth throughout Latin
America of comunidades eclesiales de base, base communities, where the people express and achieve their
desire for participation and where the hierarchy divests itself of its titles and ecclesiastical baggage, creating
a common desire for community and equality. This model of the church has acquired an unexpected
historical possibility: the new church is in the process of being born. This church, the church being born from
the faith of the poor, has rediscovered for itself--and for the church universal--the living presence of the
dangerous memory of Jesus Christ. About the Contributor(s): Leonardo Boff was born in Brazil in 1938 and
received a doctorate from the University of Munich in Germany in 1970. For the following twenty years, he
worked as Professor of Theology at the Franciscan School for Philosophy and Theology in Petropolis, Brazil.
During the 1970s, he and Gustavo Gutierrez helped to define liberation theology. Since 1993 he has been a
professor at the State University of Rio de Janeiro, where he is now Emeritus Professor of Ethics, Philosophy
of Religion, and Ecology. He is also a member of the international Earth Charter Commission. Boff is the
author of more than seventy books, including Saint Joseph: The Father of Jesus in a Fatherless Society. In
2001 he was awarded the Right Livelihood Award (which is considered to be the "alternative" Nobel Prize)
by the Swedish Parliament."
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From reader reviews:

Myrtle Anderson:

The book Church: Charism and Power: Liberation Theology and the Institutional Church can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
great thing like a book Church: Charism and Power: Liberation Theology and the Institutional Church? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Church: Charism and Power: Liberation
Theology and the Institutional Church has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Chad Wright:

Exactly why? Because this Church: Charism and Power: Liberation Theology and the Institutional Church is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book
in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ruth Mullins:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Church: Charism and Power: Liberation Theology and the Institutional Church offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Jesus Allgood:

You can obtain this Church: Charism and Power: Liberation Theology and the Institutional Church by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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