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Is there a "great divide" between highbrow and mass cultures? Are modernist novels for, by, and about
snobs? What might Lord Peter Wimsey, Mrs. Dalloway, and Stephen Dedalus have to say to one
another?Sean Latham's appealingly written book "Am I a Snob?" traces the evolution of the figure of the
snob through the works of William Makepeace Thackeray, Oscar Wilde, Virginia Woolf, James Joyce, and
Dorothy Sayers. Each of these writers played a distinctive role in the transformation of the literary snob from
a vulgar social climber into a master of taste. In the process, some novelists and their works became
emblems of sophistication, treated as if they were somehow apart from or above the fiction of the popular
marketplace, while others found a popular audience. Latham argues that both coterie writers like Joyce and
popular novelists like Sayers struggled desperately to combat their own pretensions. By portraying snobs in
their novels, they attempted to critique and even transform the cultural and economic institutions that they
felt isolated them from the broad readership they desired.Latham regards the snobbery that emerged from
and still clings to modernism not as an unfortunate by-product of aesthetic innovation, but as an ongoing
problem of cultural production. Drawing on the tools and insights of literary sociology and cultural studies,
he traces the nineteenth-century origins of the "snob," then explores the ways in which modernist authors
developed their own snobbery as a means of coming to critical consciousness regarding the connections
among social, economic, and cultural capital. The result, Latham asserts, is a modernism directly engaged
with the cultural marketplace yet deeply conflicted about the terms of its success.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Robinson:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Am I a Snob?: Modernism and the Novel. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Am I a Snob?:
Modernism and the Novel. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Robert Olsen:

The book Am I a Snob?: Modernism and the Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Am I a Snob?: Modernism and the Novel
for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide Am I
a Snob?: Modernism and the Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

William Stone:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Am I a Snob?: Modernism and the Novel this reserve consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Ryan Harrison:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year.
As we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Am I a Snob?: Modernism and the Novel we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Am I
a Snob?: Modernism and the Novel. You can more inviting than now.
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